
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 5 May, 2015
Between 7.30pm and 7.55pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Brian Corbett, Andrew Robbins, Peter Tully, Steven Farrell & Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Rev Peter Mander, Gary Rogerson, Clare Thorpe, David Coulter

Apologies for absence

There were apologies from Cllr Wilson 

1. Election of Officers

The Parish Clerk invited nominations for the position of Chair and Vice Chair for the coming year.

Mr Andrew Robbins was proposed as Chair by Brian Corbett and seconded by Peter Tully. Members 
AGREED.

Mr Peter Tully was proposed as Vice Chair by Andrew Robbins and seconded by Sally Harris. Members 
AGREED.

2. Summary of the year’s activity

A report had been circulated outlining the progress on or resolution of a number of village issues during 
the year. 
Progress: 1) The Parish Council is in continued communication with County Council regarding traffic 
calming along the main road through the village. There has been agreement of one element, a ‘pinch’ site 
at the Jedburgh side of the village and the Parish Council await sign-off of the funding before work can 
commence. Meantime the Parish Council continue to pursue calming measure on the road alongside the 
Castle Hotel where the pavement is particularly narrow. 2) Solar lighting is being investigated for the 
footpath at the Children’s Play Area in Brierley Gardens. When the most cost effective proposal has been 
agreed a light will purchased and be fitted. The use of the triangle of land on the side of the footpath has 
still to be considered but in the meantime will continue the grass will be cut fortnightly. 3) Superfast 
broadband will shortly be available in Otterburn. The Parish Council are working with iNorthumberland 
to help with the communications across the community. 4) The Parish Council have helped to raise the 
awareness and encouraged participation in the recent consultation of the bus services in the local area and 
will continue to work in an attempt to ensure the vital services for the residents of Otterburn remain. 

Cllr Tully reported details of  the school bus contract having spoken to Mark Cusak (NCC) earlier that day.
He advised that Snaiths had had their tender for the contract to be renewed declined. There was 
discussion why NCC had made the decision and the implications. It was believed there had been no 
consultation with the schools or communication with parents. Cllr Tully advised the existing contract 
would end 22 May and the new provider take over on 1 June after half-term holiday. Following discussion 
it was agreed the Clerk would speak to Cllr John Riddle and then write to NCC covering the matters 
discussed.

5) Whilst it is believed the public toilets are an important service, the Parish Council recognises that local 
community does not gain any benefit in these. For this reason the Parish Council have declined in 
contributing towards the maintenance of  the facilities. It is acknowledged the County Council have 
financial challenges however the public toilets really only benefit people driving through the village. A 
decision from NCC on whether they remain open is still to be shared. 6) The Parish Council is working 
with local a project team in the purchase of  defibrillators and first aid training for the community. 7) The 
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Parish Council has provided suggestions to the Redesdale HLF Landscape Partnership Scheme 
Consultation where a successful funding bid can potentially be used to improve facilities and lives of  local 
residents. The Parish Council has also offered to assist on the roll-out of  any future local projects.

Resolution: 1) Cllr Sally Harris has been co-opted on to the Parish Council following the resignation of 
Gary Satchwell. Cllr Cheryl Wilson has recently resigned due to work and family commitments. The Parish
Council wish to thank her for her services over the past few years. 2) After successful fund raising three 
new pieces of equipment were installed at the Children’s Play Area. 3) With a number a number of new 
faces co-opted to the Parish Council a ‘meet the Councillors’ surgery was held in May, 2014. Thanks are 
expressed to Corrinne Knight for the catering and provision of equipment. 4) A new, impressive notice 
board was built by David Scott and installed on the wall at the Memorial Hall. 5) In partnership with St 
John’s church a carol service with special reference to WW1 100th year remembrance was held in the 
Millennium Green on Christmas Eve. A good number of the local community attended and had an 
enjoyable time. The efforts of those who arranged the service and provided mince pies as well as mulled 
wine were appreciated. 6) A successful Village Tidy-up was run in April with over 20 bags of rubbish 
being collected by the volunteers. 7) A grit bin was installed at the Memorial Hall with kind assistance of 
Otterburn Camp, providing grit as well. 8) The Parish Council have agreed over the past 12 months 
donations totalling £975 to St John’s church, Rede Valley Newsletter, North Tynies Child Care, Otterburn
under 12 Football team, Great North Air Ambulance and the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 9) After careful 
deliberation the Councillors have agreed to increase the precept from £5,500 to £6,000.

3. Report from County Councillor and questions
There was no report provided.

4. Matters for further discussion
There was no other business

Meeting closed 7.55pm
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